
AND 35 YEARS LATER, IT’S BAAAACK! 
Jim Hunter, Curator 

Congratulations. You are one of a select few that can appreciate this rebirth (phoenix?). The original Dope 
from Hope was a double-entendre-titled technical bulletin for the lay reader. At the time, “dope” was defined 
primarily as “information.” Paul W. Klipsch (PWK) also embraced the invitation for others to consider him the 
“dope” from Hope. Pretty sure of himself!
 
Today we bring back this revered title with an historical, rather than technical, focus. You are encouraged to 
submit appropriate articles to KHMA for consideration, which can include your speaker stories, encounters with 
early Klipsch & Associates employees, and most importantly, firsthand accounts of the man himself, PWK. We 
hope you enjoy this inaugural historical edition, and we’d love to have your help with future ones!
 
By the way, the Dope from Hope text above is an actual scan from PWK’s typewritten page. (Vol. 1/Issue 1.) 
We’ll be doing away with the Vol/Issue numeration (this would be Volume 57, #1) in favor of PWK standard 
time - Year|Month|Day.
 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Richard Groves, KHMA President
 
As the Klipsch Museum enters it’s third year, we are looking forward to building upon the growth and work 
of our founders. Sharing the timeless ideas, accomplishments and legacy of Paul W. Klipsch is our mission. 
This historical mission is possible because of everyone’s help and the generous donations from individuals, 
Klipsch Group, Inc. and Voxx International Corporation. Special thanks to the many people who have made 
the Klipsch Museum possible.
 
This year, we will open a second building for the purposes of education and research. Education and 
research are the cornerstones of the Museum. Classroom facilities and Web based information are priorities 
for this fiscal year. Repairs to the original Museum building continue as we work to restore it to its original 
state. The Klipsch Museum is blessed with hundreds of thousands of archives and artifacts. We initiated the 
process of providing the public with access to the thoughts, ideas and accomplishments of PWK.
 
Beginning this October, all members will receive a quarterly newsletter to update and inform.
 
There remains much to be accomplished. We again thank all of those that give their time and donations. As 
the Museum grows the need for more help from PWK admirers is most important. Please consider lending 
your time and talents, and please become a museum member. Our growth is dependent upon donations 
of time and money, which are always needed, welcomed and appreciated. You can contact us through the 
museum website, our FaceBook page, or just a phone call.
 
See you at the Klipsch Museum!
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KLIPSCH PILGRIMAGE 2018
Rob Rieder, Employee Programs Manager, Voxx International Corporation

I recently spent two days at the Klipsch Pilgrimage in 
Hope Arkansas. Up until I read about it in the Voxx 
Tuner (company newsletter), I had never heard of 
the Pilgrimage. And even after my flight was booked, 
I still wasn’t really sure what it was all about…

Wikipedia defines a pilgrimage as follows: A pilgrim-
age is a journey or search of moral or spiritual signif-
icance. Typically, it is a journey to a shrine or other 
location of importance to a person’s beliefs and 
faith, although sometimes it can be a metaphorical 
journey into someone’s own beliefs. The Holy Land 
acts as a focal point for the pilgrimages of the Abra-
hamic religions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
These pilgrims visit the Holy Land to touch and see 
physical manifestations of their faith, confirm their 
beliefs in the holy context with collective excitation, 
and connect personally to the Holy Land. 

In 2016, Jill Escol wrote the following about her first 
Klipsch Pilgrimage: “What an awesome experience! 
I’ve been a Klipsch employee for 14 years and this 
was my first trip to the Motherland – Hope, AR, 
where it all started for the 2016 Klipsch Pilgrimage.

The town of Hope is small and filled with people 
who are kind and generous. I was surprised by how 
large the Klipsch factory actually was...larger than I 
expected it to be. It’s gone through several additions 
as the company has grown. Inside the factory, it was 
truly great to meet all of the other Klipsch employees 
that I’ve worked alongside for so many years from 
thousands of miles away.

All in all, we spent a couple of great days with rabid, 
dedicated Klipsch fans. We shared a common 
bond while swapping stories about PWK, our own 
Klipsch speakers, and why we felt compelled to 
come together for this event. Time seemed to slow 
down during my time in Hope and we were able to 
appreciate good tunes, superb audio, as well as new 
and old friends.”

I went to my first Pilgrimage with little expectations, 
but lots of questions – mostly along the lines of: 
  •  How did this event come to be?
  •  Who are these people?
  •  And how and why did they come to be here? 

I met ‘pilgrims’ from all over the country. They all 
traveled many miles over many hours to be here. I 
met people who volunteer their time and efforts to 
make this pilgrimage a success. I met Rodney, a local 
farmer who shared his property, his staff, his venue, 
and his cooking skills. He prepared four amazing 
meals in two days for me and about 200 others! And I 
met Klipsch aficionados, who were happy and eager 
to share their stories and experiences.    

Having spent the first 30 years of my career in Ac-
counting, I am still learning what it means to be part 
of Human Resources. Thinking like an accountant, 
I couldn’t wrap my head around the answers I was 
getting. But eventually I realized that this is not 
about numbers, or formulas, or spreadsheets, or 
deadlines. It is about people. It’s about the people 
in Hope who are passionate about their product, 
and their traditions, and the legacy of their founder. 
And it’s about the people who make this Pilgrimage 
year after year to Hope – people who are passionate 
about the products they invest in, about their music, 
and about the history of Klipsch and its preservation. 

What an honor it was to meet these amazing peo-
ple, to eat some of the best food I ever tasted, and 
to spend a magical weekend in a strange, wonderful 
place called Hope. I am still struggling to find the 
right words to describe how and why these pilgrims 
continue to do this. But by replacing Holy Land with 
Hope, Arkansas, in the Wikipedia definition, and 
then replacing Abrahamic religions with Klipsch-
Heads, you might get a better idea of their thought 
process, and of their quest…

Eventually, I stopped trying to understand. I stopped 
trying to think of how I could possibly explain this to 
an outsider…I just let myself enjoy the moment.  

And enjoy the journey that brought me here…
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WHO WE ARE
Paul W. Klipsch (PWK) was an American audio 
pioneer, a true eccentric and a proud member of 
the Engineering and Science Hall of Fame. He 
gave rise to technologies that would forever impact 
generations of music lovers. He left an amazing 
legacy for you to discover.

We believe in the importance of science in education, 
the spirit of discovery, and good ‘ol American 
ingenuity. As a non-profit organization, the Klipsch 
Museum of Audio History is dedicated to preserving 
and sharing the technological discoveries, artifacts, 
and principles of Paul W. Klipsch. 

Klipsch Museum of Audio History is owned 
and operated by the Klipsch Heritage Museum 
Association, whose mission is to restore, preserve, 
maintain and display Klipsch and Klipsch-related 
artifacts and archival materials for historic purposes, 
as well as to conduct pertinent historical research 
and to host educational activities and events.  

PLAN YOUR VISIT 
We would love to have you tour our collection and 
hear our stories. They’re good ones.

Admission 
$3 for Seniors, College Students & Kids under 12
Babies are free, everyone else is $5
 
Hours 
Open 10AM-2PM Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
Also open by appointment - email us!
 
Contact 
Klipsch Museum of Audio History
Visit: 136 Hempstead 278, Hope, AR
Mail: P.O. Box 280 Hope, AR 71802
833-794-5287
info@klipschmuseum.org
 
Follow & Donate
Website: klipschmuseum.org
FaceBook: @klipschmuseum

Visited us? Please post a review to Trip Advisor for 
others to see. Help spread the word! 
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ARTIFACTUAL
Paul W. Klipsch snapped this early 1947 
wooden horn image on his own front porch. An 
astute lensman, PWK took many of his own 
early advertising photos.

THE VOTES ARE IN
Klipsch Heritage Museum Association is 
pleased to announce the election of officers 
Richard Groves-President, Jim Hunter-Curator, 
Kevin Harmon-1st VP, Christy Luquet-2nd VP, 
Denise Cooper-Secretary and Stacy Atchison-
Treasurer. Travis Williamson and Richard 
Groves have been elected to the KHMA Board 
of Trustees. Ian Moore and Roy Delgado have 
been reelected to the board as well. Please 
welcome them all to their new roles guiding the 
Klipsch Museum of Audio History to its fullest 
potential.

GOOD LUCK, THEN
“After the war (I was a major then) and a young 
2nd lieutenant was interviewing for what kind 
of a job I wanted after the war, and I said I 
don’t want a job, I’m going to manufacture 
loudspeakers. And I remember at the bottom 
of the questionnaire, it read: Individual has no 
previous experience.”
 -Paul W. Klipsch, 1973 Recording


